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the first word

RAYMOND A. RICCI , '67 , VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT SERVICES

FOR ME AND FOR MANY OTHERS GROWING UP IN THE

row house neighborhoods of West Philadelphia in the early
1960s, getting a good education was an everyday dictum.
My parents fervently believed tl1at tl1eir children's future
would be brighter if we would strive for something tl1at
they never had: to attend a "good college." About 35 years
after I first enrolled at that "good college" and lived my
parents' dream, my oldest son, Michael entered the same
college. He was soon
followed by two of his
brotl1ers, Mark and Chris,
and by my wife, Katl1y.
For many graduates, the
link to La Salle deepens when
tl1eir children or
grandchildren enroll here. In
my case, the link already
reached superglue
proportions long before the
rest of tl1e family arrived. In
addition to being an alumnus
and a longtime employee, I
met my future wife here, so tl1e tl1read of my relationship is
not a single strand. Over the years, tl1e fabric of our livesKathy's, the boys', and mine-has been woven together
with tl1e w1folding story of tl1is University. Our affection
for La Salle, tl1e Brotl1ers, and tl1eir collective values has
grown and influenced us in ways I would have never
dreamed of 40 years ago.
So much of tl1e experience that Kathy and the boys had
here was different from my own. Their La Salle vvas more
diverse, a university populated mostly by resident students
studying, among otl1er things, Nursing and
Communication, on a campus more tl1ai1 twice the size of
the one tl1at I walked as a student. Most of their classmates
were women; all of mine were men, as was tl1e entire
faculty.
Yet, I also can see that their experience paralleled my

own. All of tl1em found teachers who changed their lives
forever. I saw them become interested in material brought
to them by faculty who viewed teaching as a calling, who
came to the classroom witl1 a passion for tl1e subject
matter-and for the subjects before them, too. Their
teachers connected witl1 them on multiple levels just as
mine did. The names on tl1eir list differed from tl1ose on
mine. They missed Kelly, Koch, Keenan, Strosser, and Ellis,
but then I missed Seydow, Gauss, Efroymson, Sheehey, and
Barenbaum. Katl1y, Mike, and I did share one experience.
Joe Cairo made the complexities of Economics seem crystal
clear ai1d life-and-deatl1 important and, in so doing,
whetted our appetites. Having him for a teacher soon
became a bonding family moment.
We also found a community that de Tocqueville might
have described as pursuing "self-interest, rightly
understood." The wheels of La Salle tl1en and now largely
turn on tl1e primacy of tl1e collective effort and the
importance of extending a helping hand up (surely tl1e
Brothers' influence ). The only string attached to that
helping hand is tl1at the recipient must remember to do the
same for someone else in the future. In tl1is way, the circle
is complete and tl1e debt is repaid. Maybe tl1at is 'vvhat the
parents of the hundreds of La Salle legacies who enroll
each year discover, too . Names and faces have changed, but
these underlying beliefs have not atrophied. If anything,
they have grown in importance in this world, and they still
bind the University togetl1er.
Ray Ricci, '67, is this year's recipient of the Lasallian
Distinguished Educator Award (see pg. 17).

Tell Us Your Stories
We were only able to feature a few family legacies in this issue, but we know
there are many more to tell. If you have a story to share, please contact the
editor at piche@lasalle.edu or write to us using our address information on the
next page.
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BY CAITLIN TERCHA

A SECO ND CHANCE. THAT'S WHAT A LA SALLE

education provided for Pete Finley. And he didn't even
realize he was getting one at the time.
It was the spring ofl 951 and Finley
was finishing up his sophomore year
in the pre-dental program.
Though he thought he wanted
to be a dentist, he wasn't
exactly cutting it in his major.
"I'm almost ashamed to tell
you this," says a slightly
embarrassed Finley more than
50 years later, as he recounts
tl1e story.
He was summoned to appear
before a review board as a result of his
less-than-stellar academic standing. His future at
La Salle was riding on the decision of the tl1ree Christian
Brothers who comprised that board. One of tl1em was
Brother Vincent Grimes, F.S.C., tl1en-Chair of the
Psychology Department, whom Finley, a La Salle baseball
player, knew fairly well from Br. Vincent's attendance at
most of his team's games.
During his review, Br. Vincent pulled the struggling
student outside of the room and read him the "riot act,"
as Finley recalls, "but in a very compassionate and
fatherly way." He handed Finley a book and told him to
read it that weekend.
2
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Finley obliged and read tl1e book-on the history of
psychology and careers in the field-and called Br.
Vincent that Monday. Brother told him if he promised to
keep his "nose to the grindstone," Finley recalls, he
would allow him to transfer from a biology to a
psychology major.
He lived up to that promise and graduated witl1
his bachelor's degree in psychology in 1953. And Br.
Vincent's influence didn't stop tl1ere. He encouraged
Finley to consider graduate school-advice tl1at he
heeded. Finley then went on to earn his doctorate in
psychology.
"Br. Vincent probably changed the whole course of
my life," says Finley, who is now retired from a successfol
career as a consultant for various psychology and
educational services. For a short time, he served as an
intern supervisor in La Salle's master's program in
Clinical-Counseling Psychology.
"I think if you talk to a lot of La Salle graduates,
they'll tell you the same thing . Some person o n the
faculty certainly influenced the course of their life. I think
that's what it's all about," he said. "I do a lot of
recruiting out on my own for the University. One of the
things I tell [high school students] is that the difference
between La Salle and other schools is that personal
relationship that's established in the early days that will
move you through your whole college career."

Pete isn't the only Finley who feels that way. He is the
second of four generations of his fam ily to become an
Explorer. Perhaps the most well known of his clan is his
father, the late John J. Finley, '24, for whom one of the
Alumni Association's most prestigious awards is named. He
is remembered by many as
"Mr. La Salle" for his
dedication to the
· University.

Association at the time. Two yea rs later, on the occasion of
tl1e University's centennial celebration, the Association
established an award to recognize an outstanding alumnus
of the school.
"As it turns o ut, I had not thought about nominating
my father. Not because he wasn't deserving, though. He
was a quiet, unassuming gentleman in tl1e fullest sense of
the word. He never would have wanted
attention drawn to him," tl1e younger
Finley recalls. "But I received a call from a
fellow alumnus who said, 'I hope you're
going to nominate your father. If you
don't, I will. "'

Former La Salle
Alumni Director Thomas
J. Hickey, '48, says one
could classify the Finleys
as the "first family" of
La Salle. He worked
closely with the elder
Finley through the various
posts he held in the
Danielle Finley, 'OB (right), informed her grandfather Pete Finley, '53
Alumni Association over
(left), of her decision to attend La Salle by giving him a I-shirt with
"My Ritzy goes to " embroidered above the school name. (Ritzy is a
the years. When Hickey
nickname Danielle earned as a little girl because of her fondness for
left La Salle in 1955,
Ritz crackers.) Pictured with them is Matt Finley, '91, Pete's son and
Finley had just been
Danielle's uncle, on Move-In Day this past fall.
unanimously elected
president of the Association .
"Of all the people I worked with, John Finley was one
of the greatest," says Hickey. "You know how when you
run a group of volunteers, you have to call them to stay on
top of them? Well John Finley would call me and say, 'This
is what's going on; how can I help?' I'd love to just hear
from him because I knew things were getting done. He was
a good man ."
"And don't forget about his wife. When I say they were
the first La Salle family, I mean her, too. She was very loyal
to La Salle," Hickey says of Margaret Finley.
Pete recalls his mother's enthusiasm for La Salle. "I can
remember going to all of the La Salle basketball games with
not only my father, but my mother, too. They were both
rabid fans."
Incidentally, Margaret's connection to La Salle dated
back much further than that. Margaret's grandfather,
Edward Dunn, was the caretaker of the Wister estate, which
has since become a part of La Salle's main campus. He lived
in what is now the Japanese tea house. Pete learned of this
interesting tidbit somewhat accidentally while on a campus
tour led by Jim Butler, '67, La Salle English professor and
Owen Wister scholar, at a La Salle Reunion.
After many years of service to the University, John Finley
died in 1961. He was serving as Treasurer of the Alumni

Weeks later, John J. Finley was named
the posthumous recipient of tl1e award.
Pete and his motl1er proudly accepted the
honor on his father's behalf. This marked
the establishment of what is now known as
tl1e John J. Finley, '24,
Award, which is
bestowed annually
upon an alumnu s who
has exhibited
outstanding service to
tl1e University.

For Pete, it's a thrill to return to 20th
and Olney-whether it's to
John 1. Finley, '24
congratulate tl1e recipient of the Finley
Award at the Alumni Association Awards Dinner, or to help
his granddaughter Danielle, a freshman in the pre-med
program, move into her dorm room. He and his son
Mattl1ew (Danielle's uncle), a 1991 alumnus of La Salle
and a detective sergeant for the Vineland, N.J., Police
Department, were on campus this past fall to serve as
Danielle's very own welcome wagon.
"Ever since I was little, I can remember my grandfather
and uncle always talking about La Salle," says Danielle,
who has acquired quite a collection of La Salle sweatshirts
over the years, tl1anks to her relatives. "I was always told
such great tl1ings about La Salle growing up and everything
has been true. I'm really glad I chose to come here, and am
happy I was able to make my grandfather so proud."
On one of her first days on campus, Danielle walked
into the Admission Office and was asked if she was related
to John J. Finley. Though she never had the opportunity to
meet her great-grandfather, she's sure he'd be proud as
well-knowing that his legacy lives on.
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BY JON CAROULIS

JAMES "TED" HARRIS , '48 , HON. '64, WAS BUSY AT

La Salle (and after he graduated). For proof, check out his
file in the University Archives; it's one of the largest ones
there .
"It's certainly in the top 20 of
graduates," says Archivist Brother Joseph
Grabenstein, F.S.C., '73. "Maybe even
higher."
Harris started a legacy that includes
his brothers Joseph, '58, and Compton
'58; daughter, the Hon. Aida Louise
Harris, '82; son James III, '73; James'
wife, Sheena. '76 (her brother, Trevor
Austin graduated in 1986); nieces Sheila
Dow-Ford, Esq., '82, and Vernette Dow,
Esq., '85; and Sheena Harris' niece,
Janelle Mungro, '00.
Many went on to graduate from law school, and the
legacy goes beyond the classroom : T hey were active in
groups and activities, even becoming national officers of
student organizations.
At La Sall e, some of Ted Harris's on- and off-campus
activities were: President of the Pennsylvania Region of the
National Student Association, Treasurer of the InterCollegiate Catholic Inter- Racial Society, and the
Germantown American Veterans Committee. In 1948, he
was elected President of ational Student Association
( .S.A. ), one of the top student political organizations in
the country. Later that year, he was appoi nted American
Senior Secretary to the International Student Service at
Geneva . After graduation, he worked for several
govern mental agencies in Africa and the Middle East.
Unknown to his fami ly, he was with T he Central
Intelligence Age ncy.
"We did n't know that; he did it completely undercover,"
says his daughter, Aida Louise, an ad ministrati ve law judge
with the State of Pennsylvania.
Ted and Josep h Harris grew up in the Germantown
section of Philadelphia. Both were attracted to La Salle
because they wanted to attend a Catho lic school close to
home .
4
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Above: Ted Harris, '48 (center), was
president of the N.S.A.
Left: (From left) Daniel 1. Tann, Esq., '82,
President of the African American Alumni
Association; Sheila Dow-Ford, Esq., '82; and
Rosa Lee Smith, wife of the late Warren E.
Smith, M.D., '54, at this year's African
American Alumni Association Awards
Dinner.

After Joseph Harris graduated, he, too, held a number
of posts around the country and world-in Africa with the
Peace Corps, with the Philadelphia and National Chapter of
the Alliance of Christians and Jews, and as an administrator
with the City College of New York (where he spent the
bulk of his career).
"I received a very solid foundation at La Salle that I've
been grateful for all my life," says Harris, who was active in
the Students' Government Association while an
undergraduate and received a fellowship for graduate
school at Fordham University.
In November, Sheila Dow-Ford received the ·w arren E.
Smith, M .D., '54, Award, given to an African American
alumnus who has achieved
::::
distinction in his or her field
and is an exceptional
example to all
La Salle students.
"I remember that the
professors were very
encouraging," says DowFord, who graduated magna
cum laude. "The classes were

~~------------~---------

very small, so I received a lot of personal attention and
positive reinforcement, which I needed."
As an undergradu ate, she was active in the U rban
Studies Board and the Saint Tho mas Moore Pre-Law
Society. She is Executive Vice President and Chief Counsel
of the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency.
Vernette D. Dow, now a D eputy City Solicitor with the
City of Philadelphia's Human Services Division, was very
involved as a student also. She was a member of the Black
Students of La Salle, the St. Thomas Moore Pre-Law
Society, and was a a charter member of D elta Sigma Theta,
a public service sorority.
Aida Louise Harris says, "I'm proud of that tradition;
it's a fun thing-all of us having gone to La Salle." As a
student, she was involved in the French club (her major)

and also enjoyed taking matl1 courses. "I had fi.m with that,
and minored in math . I took several math courses with
John Mooney. I loved that man. He was wonderful."
And she says a nephew was seriously considering
attending La Salle, making it potentially tl1ree generations
for the Harris fam ily.

711~71/w.iw
BY LAUREN FRITSKEY, '04

THI S YEAR , THERE 'S MORE GOING ON AT THE LA SALLE

Jazz Band practices than the making of music. Twice a
week, a legacy is perpetuated as three generations create
music together in one room. Band Director Joseph
Ciccimaro, '61, is the father of band member Samantha
Ciccimaro, '05, and grandfather of fellow musician Caitlin
Immerman, '08.
Samantl1a, a senior, is tl1e youngest child of
Ciccimaro's second marriage. Caitlin, a freshman, is the
daughter of Ciccimaro's oldest child from his first marriage .
The two play tl1e saxophone and trumpet, respectively.
Joseph Ciccimaro graduated from La Salle with an
English/education degree. He plays most reed instruments,
such as the clarinet and bassoon, and is head of La Salle
College High School's Music Department. He also has
played in productions at the Academy of Music and tl1e
Merriam Theater since college.
Ciccimaro said he didn't push his daughter and
granddaughter to attend La Salle. "It's amazing. Nobody
can appreciate it," he said. "It's a legacy. It's a great
institution. Sam has loved it. I'm happy witl1 tl1e education

La Salle Jazz Band
Director Joseph
Ciccimaro, '61
(center), with
daughter Samantha
Ciccimaro, '05 (left),
and granddaughter
Caitlin Immerman, '08.

tl1ey're getting. You're ready for whatever they give you
out there ."
"As for the band, I didn't pressure tl1em to join," he
added . "My daughter Alexis ['04] decided she wasn't going
to play in college. That was fine. I'm not trying to push
people too much. They're not braggarts about how good
they are."
La Salle's Jazz Band rehearses twice a week, plays at
University functions, and performs at schools, retirement
homes, and area orphanages.
Samantha, who has six nieces and nephews, is a math
WINTER 2005
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major and has been playing the trumpet for 13 years. She
also performs regularly with a group called SDH (So Damn
Hot) Big Band, whose 18 musicians perform everything
from jazz to salsa in venues around Philadelphia.
As for being an aunt ( or 'half-aunt') at age 21, she said
she likes being looked up to . "I like helping Caitlin out. We
hang out sometimes."
Caitlin has been playing the flute and piccolo for eight
years and began learning tl1e saxophone several months ago
at the encouragement of her grandfather.
A special and elementary education major, she made tl1e
decision to attend La Salle on her own.
"I wanted to be away from home, but still near Philly,"
she said. "And La Salle has a really good Education
prograin."
She said that her relationship with Samantha is more like
a friendship.

"She's more of a true aunt to the younger ones," Caitlin
said. "She buys tl1em presents on holidays. But our
grandfather takes care of us, too."
The women enjoy the fact that their father and
grandfatl1er is tl1e band director.
"I have always loved music, and my dad as the director
was actually more of a plus than anything else," Samantl1a
said. "I would say it's a plus because I feel comfortable. I
never feel nervous. And it's nice keeping in touch witl1 him
so much while I am in college. We have a stronger
relationship because of tl1e band."
"It's not often that a parent gets to see his child interact
witl1 her peers and work with her on an almost student/
teacher level," she continued. "He has seen me develop and
improve over the years, and I am glad he was a part of
those changes. I have never felt pressure, except any tl1at I
put on myself to make him proud."

BY MARIAN MORTON

MAUREEN MITCHELL KELLY 'S GRANDFATHER STARTED THE

family's La Salle legacy in 1902. A century later, her
grandchildren are being groomed to continue it. But
behind the family's long-standing connection to La Salle is
a broader emphasis on higher education.
"We just train tl1em from the time tl1ey're born: You will
be going to college," Kelly said . "Education has always
been a priority."
Since John A. Spellman Sr. attended La Salle from 1902
to 1904 (most likely the high school, accordin g to
academic records), more than 20 of his descendants, most
with the last names of Spellman, Mitchell, Kelly, or Motley,

6
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have graduated from La Salle University. Despite the Great
Depression, interruptions for military service, and financial
constraints, the family
tradition has carried
through four
generations.
While Maureen Kelly
didn't graduate La Salle
herself, she grew up in
the same neighborhood.
Her father, John A.
Mitchell Jr., attended

(From left) John B. Kelly, '58, Thomas A. Kelly, '58, John P. Kelly, and Eugene
L. Kelly, '58.

high school at La Salle and, after the Depression; returned
to take evening classes at the college, but never finished his

degree. Kelly said both of her parents put a premium on an
education rooted in the Catholic faith.
"Our family had always believed that the complete
education consisted of four years with the Christian
Brothers and four years of Jesuits," Kelly said. "But they
always believed the Christian Brothers were the most
important."
Over the years, four of Kelly's brothers and many
cousins worked their way through La Salle.
"We've always been La Salle people," said Kelly, who
graduated from Rosemont College in 1958 but has taken
some courses at the University over the years to keep up
with the rest of her family.
One of her brothers, Tom Mitchell, '67, was an English
major and a member of ROTC at La Salle. He remembers
vvalking to and from school everyday, and says he is still in
touch with classmates he has known since childhood. In
fact, one of those classmates called him recently to invite
him to a La Salle basketball game.
"That kind of link, all these years later, still is very
important," Mitchell said.
Kelly married into another La Salle family in 1958. In a
family history, Kelly wrote that while her Rosemont
classmates were looking to Villanova for potential
husbands, she conducted her search locally. The plan
worked: She met her husband, John B. Kelly, tl1rough Holy
Child parish on North Broad Street, which has since
closed.

John Kelly graduated from La Salle in 1958 with his two
brothers, Eugene and Thomas. The local media would have
been on hand to cover tl1e unusual story of tl1ree brothers
graduating on the same day, Maureen Kelly said, if it hadn't
been for a newspaper strike.
Three of the Kellys' five children received either their
bachelor's or master's degrees from La Salle. Their oldest
daughter, Moira Kelly Smitl1, earned her M .B.A. in 1991.
Another daughter, Anita Kelly Guecia, '85, became the first
woman in her family to graduate from La Salle, and she
went on to get her M.B.A. from tl1e University in 200 3.
Her husband, Carl Guecia, is a member of the class of
1985. A son, Sean, graduated in 1982.
Kelly wrote in her family history that sending her
children to college was a financial sacrifice, but a worthy
one. All of her children held jobs so tl1at they could afford
to attend.
"Education was viewed as an element as important to
our lives as the basics of food, shelter, and religion," she
wrote. " .. . Everyone understood tl1at sacrifice and hard
work are necessary in order to achieve a goal."
Tom Mitchell said tl1e impact of La Salle on his family is
hard to measure. But you only have to drop in on a family
reunion to get a sense of how much tl1e school's history is
tied in with tl1eir own.
"When we have family get-togethers, La Salle is always
important. We talk about tl1e basketball team, whether
we've been on campus
recently, or seen tl1e new
construction," he said.
"It's always a topic
of conversation."

WINTER 2005
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THREE LEGS INTO A SOLO TRIP AROUND THE WORLD IN

her single-engine plane, Carol.Ann Garratt, M.A. ' 02, was
soari ng high above the Pacific Ocean, caught between two
cyclones. With nothing but expansive ocean below her, not
a ship or land mass in sight, and rain pounding the plane
for hours, Garratt had serious doubts about what she had
gotten her elf into.

"If anything happened , this was the time it was going to
happen," she said. "Thi wa going to be it."
But, as she would experience many more times during
her seven-month journey, the cri is passed. The skies
eventually cleared, and the lush landscape of ew Zealand
came into vievv as she descended for a landing.
Garratt has spent much of the past several yea rs
weathering storms. In 1999, her mother, Marie, was
diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as
A.LS. or Lou Gehrig' disease, a chronic, progre ive
illness for which there is no cure. Shortly after the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 , Garratt lost her job in the airline
equipment industry. Seven months later, she was mourning
her mother's death.
Those hardship became the catalyst for a journey that
many pilots dream of but few undertake. Garratt, who
earned her ma ter's degree in psychology from La Salle
Univer ity in 2000 and now lives in Ocala, Fla. , spent much
of 2003 flying from continent to continent, learning local
customs, navigating international aviation rule , and
making friends in dozens of countries. But the trip wasn't
just about satisfying tl1e longtime pilot's appetite for
adventure-she dedicated the trip to her motlier and to
raising money and awareness for A.LS.
Since returning, Garratt has given dozens of
8
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presentations about her trip and A.LS. for flying clubs and
community groups. She has also written a book, Upon
Silver Wings: Global Adventure in a Small Plane, a minuteby- minute account of her travel . All revenue from the
book and presentations, along with money she raised
during her trip, goes directly to A.LS . research. So far, she
has raised about 27,000, and she hopes book sales will
bring tl1at total to around $85,000.
Garratt's passion for aviation began when she was in
high school and worked at a local airport to earn money for
college. While tl1e job mainly entailed office work, Garratt
found time to earn her pilot's license.
Seriou flying adventures would have to wait, though ,
while Garratt built a career as a mechanical engineer. For
about 20 years, she traveled extensively for her job and
lived around tl1e United States and Europe.
In 1996, she started fl ying regularly again, making trip
in rented planes to visit her parents in Clarksville, Va. She
bought her own plane, a Mooney, after moving to Florida
in 2000.

When she lost her job, Garratt decided to po tpone jobhunting for six months to spend more time witl1 her family
as her motl1er's condition deteriorated. A.LS. attacks the
nerve cells in tl1e brain tl1at control voluntary muscle
function . Patients' muscles atrophy, and eventually they
lose the ability to swallow or breatl1e. But even as their
physical condition worsens, most do not lose tl1eir mental
faculties as a result of A.LS. Garratt describes her motl1er's
experience with the disease as "reverse Alzheimer's."
"The wor t part is you are mentally 100 percent alert
the whole time, but you have no control over what happens
to yo ur body," Garratt aid.

After Marie Garratt died in April 2002, CarolAnn and
her father, Dick, started talking about taking a trip to New
Zealand to visit his sister, Liz, who he had seen only once
in the previous 50 years.
"They both felt they wanted to get together one last
time," Garratt said. "And I started getting the idea that if I
could get the plane there, and Dad could fly commercially,
I could take him around Australia and New Zealand."
As she
started to plan,
another idea
took root in
Garratt's mind.

and culture barrier , Garratt said she found that customs
and aviation officials, as well as local residents, were nearly
always willing to help. She said she never felt threatened or
worried about being a woman traveling solo.

"Once I
figured out
how to get to
New Zealand
and how to get
to Australia, I
Two British children become Young Eagles
had to decide if
I would just do that or keep on going," she said. The
answer soon became clear, and her global itinerary was
born.
Garratt had logged 1,000 hour as a pilot, including a
trip to Alaska and over-water flights to the Bahamas, but
she had never embarked upon anything so ambitious. After
seven months of developing flight plans, gathering supplies,
and planning down to the smallest detail, Garratt took off
for the first-and longest-leg of her trip: a 16-hour jump,
non-stop, from Kissimmee, Fla., to California on Feb. 28,
2003.
"That went so well that I knew I could make it the rest
of the way," she said .
Garratt hopped from ew Zealand to Southeast Asia to
Africa to Europe, trying her hand at surfing in Australia,
visiting the Taj Mahal, flying over Victoria Falls in Zambia,
being ,velcomed into a coffee ceremony with a family in
Ethiopia, taking old friends flying in France, and soaring
above icebergs in the orth Atlantic. On some of her
stopovers, which lasted
anywhere from a few
days to a few weeks,
she was joined by
friends or relatives.
Otl1erwise, she was on
her own to deal with
engine trouble, spiders
in tl1e cockpit, and the
occasional turbulence.

"She would have been terribly worried the whole time,
but proud," Garratt wrote in a posting on her Web site
from Australia, around the first anniversary of her motl1er's
death. "She would have had sleepless nights, but bragged
to her friends of my accomplishments."
Garratt' trip ended where it started, at home in Florida,
on Oct. 12, 2003, but not before one last harrowing
experience-riding out Hurricane Isabel at her father's
home in Virginia.
Garratt hasn't returned to tl1e career world since coming
home. Instead, she's concentrated on her aviation-related
work. Garratt's Mooney logged more tl1an 36,000 miles on
the trip, and she's still taking the plane out at least two or
three times a week. She flies to give her presentations, she
just joined the Civil Air Patrol, and she flies "Angel"
missions, transporting people with medical conditions to
hospitals when they require treatments far from home.
These shorter trips have given Garratt tl1e travel bug
again. She's already thinking about another around-theworld flight in 2007 or 2008, this time heading eastbound
and exploring new places. The experience of seeing the
world from the cockpit of her own plane, she said, is well
worth repeating. She may have been flying solo, but she
certainly was never alone.

Despite language

"The whole trip was exceedingly positive," she said. "I
came back a much more positive person than when I left."
In many countries, Garratt did newspaper, television,
and radio interview about her journey and her fundraising
mission and met with A.LS. patients and tl1eir famil ies. She
also made several children around the world "Young
Eagles," taking them up in her plane for an introduction to
flying.
Garratt's mother was never far from her tl1oughts.

"I just can't say enough good about people
everywhere," she said. "All we hear is bad news, and tl1ere
are so many good people out there who are ready to go
out of their way to help someone."
( Upon Silver Wings i available with a minimum
donation of $25, which covers shipping and handling, to
the A.LS . Therapy Development Foundation. To order by
phone, call 617.441.7200. On the Web, visit
www.als.net/join/donatenow.asp and put "Upon Silver
Wings" in tl1e comments section. Or send a request and
check by mail to ALS-TDF, 215 First St., Cambridge, MA
02142.)

Flying over the cathedral in Vezeley, France
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Former Explorer
Hoopsters Go
International
BY DAVID DRIVER

BASKETBALL HAS BECOME A GLOBAL GAME, AND

Rasheed Quadri is a prime example.
Quadri was born in igeria, grew up in England and
went to high school in Boston. ow, after a four-year hoop
career at La Salle, the 6-foot-3 point guard is in his first
season as a pro in Hungary's top league.
He plays for BC Marc Kormend, which has one of the
strongest traditions for basketball in the central European
country.
"I am loving it. It is like a dream come true. It is like a
new beginning," said Quadri, the day before he began his
European career. "I never thought I would be in Hungary
playing, and I am closer to home." (He still has family in
England. )
The dream of playing pro basketball has come true for
other former La Salle standouts. While they may not be in
the BA, former Explorers who began this season with pro
teams overseas, according to euroba ket.com, include
Reggie Okosa (Germany ), Paul Burke (Germany ), Mike
Gizzi (Italy), K'zell Wesson (France), Milko Lieverst
(Netherlands ), and Victor Thomas (Argentina ).
"You have to adjust your game . The players are better
here," Okosa said of Germany's top league. "They say it is
the third or fourth best league in the world. Everyone can
shoot the ball. It is a lot faster (with a :24 clock). It is 100
times faster" than the American college game.
Okosa, who is several credits shy of graduation, averaged
11.3 points per game for La Salle in 2001-02 in his lat
college season . Burke, who averaged 15.6 points per game
for the Explorers in 1994-95, averaged nine points per
game last season for Oldenburg, Germany.
Gizzi, in his last college season in 1997-98, averaged
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16.2 points per game for La Salle and averaged 23.4 last
season for Patti in Italy. Wesson averaged 14.5 points per
game in 2003-04 in Italy. In his last season for the
Explorers in 1998-99, he averaged a whopping 10.8
rebounds an outing.
Lieverst, who is from The etherlands, played at
La Salle from 1987 to 1992. He averaged 5.0 points per
game last season for a team in Amsterdam. Thomas
averaged 19.7 points per game for La Salle in 2000-01,
and scored 23.4 points an outing last season for his team in
Korea.
Quadri, besides his global resume, also shows that you
do not need impressive college statistics to play overseas.
The mo t points he averaged in a season at La Salle was
4.9 per game as a sophomore and junior, and, last year, he
averaged 4.6 points and 2.4 rebounds with 22 assists for
the Explorers. He was second on the team in three-point
shooting accuracy.
"You have to keep working. othing is going to be
given to you," he said of playing in a foreign land.
Quadri graduated last spring with a degree in
management information systems. So did he pursue a job
with a professional team in the U .S., such as the United
States Basketball League or the Continental Basketball
Association?
"The opportunity in the minor leagues in the States did
not present itself," said Qu adri, who is getting to play
point guard for his team in Hungary. "I am just glad to be
playing."
Quadri, 24, drew attention last summer at a prestigious
camp in Treviso, Italy. That helped lead to the job in
Kormend, which began the season at home Oct. 23 .

Like most former CAA players in Europe, Quadri is
provided, at no charge, an apartment and car by the team
he plays for. His main expenses are limited: long-distance
calls and meals. Okosa said his team in Germany provides
him a car and apartment.
Htmgary allows two American players per team in its
top league, and most of the 14 teams use the limit. Most
European leagues allow no more than t:vvo Americans per
team.
Quadri does not count as an American due to his
background in igeria and England. Hungary is about the
size oflndiana and has a population of around 10 million
people.
So what are Quadri's goals in hoops?
"I am going to go as high as I can," Quadri said. "If I
keep improving, everything else wiU take care of itself."
Paul Burke, 32, graduated from La Salle in 1996 with a
degree in special and elementary education. Since coUege,
he has played pro hoops in Sweden, England, Italy, Spain,
and now Germany.
"I never even thought about basketball as a pro career,"
he said in late October, while riding on a bus with his
German team to a game. "I had some offers in baseball,

actually, but I had an injury; I separated my shoulder my
junior year."
Burke was almost drafted out of high school by the
Cincinnati Reds, but he told them he wanted to attend
college. He played two years of baseball for the Explorers
and was a shortstop.
"I was pretty lucky that I went to Sweden," he said of
his first pro hoop season. "They are very western. Everyone
pretty much spoke English. By far, Spain is the best place I
have played. The Spanish league teams would kill any
Atlantic 10 team."
Burke met his future wife, Nina, when he played in
Sweden, and tl1ey were married in 1997. She is Swedish
and tl1ey have two children, and live in Germany during
the season.
Burke's contract witl1 Oldenburg, Germany, ends after
the 2005-06 season. He would like to play one more year
after that one in Germany, or return to Sweden and play.
Editor)s note: David Driver is a freelance ·writer from
Maryland. H e now lives in Szeged, Hungary, and covers
pro basketball in Europe.
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UNIVERSITY TRUSTEE AND MAJOR GIFT INITIATIVE
VOLUNTEER REFLECTS ON THE PAST, LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

LA SALLE
S H O U L D E R TO S H O U L D E R
Securing the Future

·1 ,

When Carmen V. Romeo, '65, first stepped off of SEPTA's 55
bus from Willow Grove and onto the La Salle campus in the
fall of 1961, he, like many young people, had no idea what

from alumni and
friends- we need
that support now."

major to pursue. The time came, however, to make a decision
and Romeo chose to study business. Soon, he found himself
enjoyi.ng the coursework and flourishing in classes such as
accounting.

Romeo sees a
bright future for
La Salle. "Brother

Romeo is a retired Executive Vice President of SEI
Investments, a leading global provider of outsourced
investment solutions, based in Oaks, Pa. He recognizes that
his career was built upon the lessons he learned at La Salle.
"La Salle gave me an appreciation for business and helped
start my career. Without that foundation, I would have never
ended up at SEI, where I was for 27 years."
The knowledge and enthusiasm of University faculty also
served as a source of his success, acknowledged Romeo. "The
La Salle professors were energizing and engaging, and exposed
me to the profession that I ultimately chose. They had loads of
practical experience and were networked into the region's
employers. The faculty are still a strength of the University
today and are a reason why it continues to produce great
students ."
Romeo remains actively involved with La Salle and serves
as both a University Trustee and a member of the Steering
Committee for Shoulder to Shoulder, La Salle's Major Gift
Initiative (MGI). Last year, he committed $1.215 million to the
MGl-the second largest gift in University history-and
continues to be a generous supporter of the Annual Fund.
He believes that the MG I can have a significant impact on
students and the University, and that its cause is worthy of
support from the entire La Salle community. "There is an
obligation for me-and for any student-to remember La Salle
in some way and help support its needs. Through Shoulder to
Shoulder, we're building a legacy to the Christian Brothers'
tradition of education and their commitment to developing
young leaders. It is up to us to continue this legacy. Like other
institutions of higher education, we rely heavily on support
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Michael
(McGinniss, '70,
La Salle University
President) has a

Carmen V. Romeo, '65

strong vision for the
University, one that is oriented around educating students,
encouraging community involvement, heightening the student
experience, enhancing facilities, and building the endowment.
If we can work on these things-really concentrate on themthen, together, we can help La Salle shine as a leading
academic institution."

Shoulder to Shoulder Reaches
$15 Million Mark
La Salle University recently received another seven -figure
gift from an alumnus who at this point wishes to remain
anonymous, bringing the total in gifts and pledges to

Shoulder to Shoulder to over $15 million. This represents
more than 60 percent of the initiative's $25 million goal.
The objectives of this fundraising effort are to build a new
science and technology facility on campus and to
strengthen the University's endowment.
"I am very encouraged that another alumnus has made a
leadership commitment in support of La Salle University
and the students we serve," said J . Hugh Devlin, '64,
Chair of the Shoulder to Shoulder Steering Committee.
"This is the fourth gift at this level and the third from an
alumnus ."

news

New Trustees Named

voter registration system for

The La Salle University Board of

worked for Urban Tsucalas

Trustees has welcomed three new

Associates in public

members, who will each serve a five-year

relations , event planning,

term. The new Trustees include a

and fundraising.

Pennsylvania, and has also

Dr. Joseph C. Flanagan 's

member of President Bush 's
inauguration team, an ophthalmologist,

career as an ophthalmologist

and a distinguished member of the local

has earned him accolades

business community.

from professional

Megan H. Barnett , 'O 1, is no stranger
to service to the University. As a

organizations , the U.S. State
Department , and his alma

La Salle student , she served as

mater. Flanagan earned a

President of the Students' Government

degree in biology from

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS
La Salle University President Brother Michael J.
McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ' 70 (left), poses with

Association for two years and was active

La Salle in 1959, and he

in the College Republ icans, the La Salle

went on to graduate from

award-winning novelist Alice McDermott
[Charming Billy, Child of My Heart] (center) and

Ambassadors , the GAELS Irish Society,

Jefferson Medical College in

Cardinal Justin Rigali, Archbishop of

and Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority. But her

1963 . In a medical career

Philadelphia , who received honorary degrees at

service to the University didn't stop after

spanning four decades,

the Opening Convocation in the fall.

graduation . She 's since been elected to

Flanagan has become a

the Alumni Board of Directors, and is

noted practitioner, educator, and pioneer

Ophthalmology at Lankenau Hospital.

active in the Washington, D.C., Alumni

in ophthalmic plastic surgery and the

Chapter Metro Area Alumni Chapter, in

use of lasers in ophthalmology. He has

He is also President of Annesley
Flanagan Fischer and Stefanyszyn

Homecoming planning, and on the Class

given more than 600 scientific

Associates, a business he started in

Programs Committee. Barnett is the

presentations in the United States and

1972 that specializes in treating

Board's " Young Trustee, " a position that

abroad and has written dozens of

conditions of the eye.

must be filled by someone who has

articles and book chapters.
In honor of his significant

graduated within the past five years.
Barnett has put her La Salle degree

contributions to the medical profession,

James V. O' Rourke brings extensive
professional and community leadership
experience to the Board of Trustees . He

Flanagan was selected as the 1997

is President and C.E.O. of Verizon

stint as a Press Advance Lead for Vice

recipient of La Salle's Holroyd Award.

Pennsylvania Inc. A graduate of the

President Dick Cheney and his wife ,

That award took its place alongside

University of Pittsburgh , he joined Bell

Lynne, during the 2004 presidential
campaign, she is now working for the

many other honors on Flanagan's

Atlantic in 1979 and has since held

resume , including the Award of

positions in facilities construction,

Environmental Protection Agency. Before
that, she worked in the Government

Appreciation from the State Department
for service to Beirut bombing victims in

regulatory matters , government relations ,
financial planning and investment ,

Market Unit for Accenture in Northern

1984 and a Certificate for Distinguished

international telecom , and consumer

Virginia, where she helped plan and

Achievement from Wills Eye Hospital in

sales. Before he was appointed to his

execute county training on a statewide

1995. Flanagan is the current Chief of

current position, O' Rourke served as the

in political science to good use. After a

Regional Sales Vice President for Major
Metropolitan Areas in Verizon 's Customer
Sales and Service organization.
O'Rourke serves on the boards of
Verizon Pennsylvania Inc. , the
Pennsylvania Business Roundtable, the
Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and
Industry, TEAM Pennsylvania
Foundation, the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce , and the Kimmel
Center for the Performing Arts.

Megan H. Barnett, 'O1

Joseph C. Flanagan, '59

James V. O'Rourke
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Meet the Chaircouple
Joanne and Jim Stanger, the current
Chaircouple of La Salle 's Parents'

lMl,1111,~lt~I

Signum Fidei,
Finley Awards
Bestowed

o · __ ,,.
-. ~1: (,_'!.:_J;•

Association, are the grandparents of
Angie Stanger, a sophomore nursing

Frank P. Cervone , Esq. ,

major. They are originally from

Executive Director of the

Philadelphia and now reside in Holland ,

Support Center for Child

Pa . The Stangers have been married for

Advocates , one of the

38 years and have two daughters and six

nation 's leading agencies

grandchildren. They have previous

for helping abused and

experience in working with parent

neglected children , rece ived

I/
(from left) La Salle's President, Brother Michael J. McGinniss,
F.S.C., Ph.D., '10; awardees Frank P. Cervone, '04; Charles J.
Quattrone, '12; James J. Lynch, '11; and Alumni Association
President William Matthews, '90.

organizations; they conducted training

La Salle University's Signum

workshops for Tough Love , a nationally

Fidei Award at ceremonies in November.
The award , the La Salle Alumni

acclaimed parent support network ,

b
}
\ -

across the United States and in Canada

Association 's highest honor, is given

while working with an alternative school

annually to an individua l who has made

Law Project , a bilingual law advocacy
program .
" The spirituality beh ind the Signum
Fidei Award is important to me ," he

in Bl_lcks County. Joanne is currently a

" most noteworthy contributions to the

said. "The notion that we are all signs of

Controller/Accounting Manager for

advancement of humanitarian principles

God 's faith [the translation of Signum

Labrepco in Horsham , Pa . Jim , a

in keeping with the Christian -Judeo

Fidei] in the world , that we are standing

Vietnam veteran, attended La Salle

traditions. "

University's evening division for eight

But the award wasn 't the only

years and is now a Senior Financial

acknowledgment he received that

Analyst with Bank of Amer ica.

evening. Cervone had taken courses at

The new chaircouple 's primary goals

La Salle toward a master's degree in

in some ways in the place of the creator
is important to me since I learned it as a
young man."
The John J. Finley, ' 24, Award , given
to a graduate who has performed

are to make families feel welcome at

theology and religion. Then Iife got busy,

outstanding service for the school , went

La Salle, to increase membership in the

and he never officially finished the

to James J. Lynch, ' 71, current Chair of

Association , to build participation in the
Parents' Fund , and to lead parent

program. After selecting Cervone as the

the University's Board of Trustees , and

Signum Fidei recipient , La Salle

to Charles J. Quattrone , '72 , who has

volunteer efforts .

administrators discovered Cervone had

held many leadership positions with the

actually accrued enough credits to earn

Alumni Assoc iat ion, including past

the degree ; at a smal I gathering before

president.

the Signum Fidei event , La Salle

Lynch , Chairman and C.E.0. of

F.S.C. , Ph.D. , ' 70 , presented Cervone,

Sovereign MidAtlantic. " Going to

'04 , with a framed diploma. He then

La Salle paid dividends , both

received the Signum Fidei Award as an

professionally and personally, for me .

official alumnus.

Giving back comes from a real love of

" The work Frank has done in helping

Joanne and Jim Stanger

well by me and by many people I am

rights is exactly what the Signum Fidei

close to . My association with the

Award embodies ," said William

University has helped me greatly along

Matthews, '90 , President of the Alumni

the way."

Association. "We could not find a more

Cervone was a teacher and counselor
at St. Gabriel 's Hall , a Christian
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the Un iversity, a feeling that it's done

ch i ldren and fighting for children's

worthy recipient. "
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"I was fortunate at La Salle ," says

President Brother Michael J. McGinniss,

Quattrone said people such as his
mother and fellow alumni taught him the
importance of service to La Salle . " It's
kind of like a lifetime achievement

Brothers-run facility for juveniles. While

award with La Salle ," said Quattrone,

attending law school , he worked for

who is a sen ior portfolio manager at

Delaware County Legal Services and

Merrill Lynch. " It's one of the high

founded the Centro San Juan Bautista

points in my life."

about La Salle makes the listener want to
be better and do better as a Lasallian
educator. '"
Gauss was among the first group of
women admitted to the University's
full-time undergraduate, day program. A
faculty member since 1987, she has
received several awards from the
University-including the Lindback
Award for Distinguished Teaching.
La Salle's President, Brother Michael J. McGinniss,
F.S.C., Ph.D, '70, Marianne Gauss, '74, and Provost
Richard Nigro, Ph.D.

Gauss Honored for
'Tireless Dedication'
Marianne Gauss, ' 74, always seems to be
on campus, day or night, fall, spring,
winter, or summer. A management
professor, Gauss has been involved with
University athletics, the Day One program
for incoming freshmen and their families,
scholarship committees, and many other
volunteer contributions for students.
"I'm inspired by all those who did
things for me," she says. "The best
things in my life are a function of the
sacrifices by others. " For her giving back
to the University, she was honored with
the first-ever La Salle University Faculty
Distinguished Service Award.
Provost Richard Nigro, Ph.D., said
Gauss was being recognized for
"Exceptional involvement and devotion to
the good of the University, the

Smither Recognized
By Faculty Peers
La Salle University
Professor of
Management
James Smither,
Ph.D ., '72 , was
honored as the first
recipient of the
La Salle University
Scholarship Award
at this year's Fall
Convocation- an
event he had to
miss.
"I had a
James Smither, Ph.D., '72
Saturday class, an
all-day one, and it
wouldn 't have been fair of me to ask
someone to fill in," he said .

In presenting the award , University
Provost Richard Nigro, Ph.D., said, " His
colleagues have commended him for
'being one of the most influential scholars
in his field in the last 10 years' ; being
'the spark that helps us all concentrate
on continuing to think and write '; and his
'ability to publish regularly in top-tier
journals while continuing to devote great
energy to his courses and to service at
La Salle. "'
Smither said he was sorry he couldn't
have been on hand to thank his fellow
faculty members for the award. " It's an
honor, especially because it was from my
colleagues at
La Salle . There are many really great
scholars at La Salle, and I'm
sure they will be receiving this
award in years to come."
"I like La Salle because it
values both teaching and
research," he said. "What I also
like about La Salle is its
emphasis on a practical
education. My research has
always had a very applied streak
to it. It has been driven by
simple questions, such as
'Organizations are spending a
lot of money on th is new
management fad; I wonder if it
really works, and how can we find out?'"

advancement of its mission, and support
of La Salle as a learning community."
"This year's winner was nominated by
fellow faculty, not only of other academic
departments, but from other schools of
the University! " said Nigro. "One
described her as a 'vital, valuable, and
irreplaceable member of the University
community. ' Another, pointing out her
tireless dedication to both colleagues and
students, described her as 'exemplifying
all that is embodied ... in the award.'
Complementing both, the third advocate
identified her work in the areas of
athletics and alumni: 'Talking to her
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Speech-Language-Hearing
Master's Program Fully Accredited
La Salle 's Master of Science in Speech-Language-Hearing
Science Program recently received full accreditation by the
Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and
Speech Language Patho logy (CAA) of the American Speech -Language-Heari ng Association (ASHA) .
" We 're very pleased and gratified, " said Barbara J .
Amster, Ph .D. , CCC/SLP, director of the program . "It's a
very difficult and long process. "
According to Amster, the ASHA protects both students
and the public during this process to ensure that only
programs that meet very stringent requirements are
accredited.
Full accreditation indicates that the program 's

Save
the
Date
10.29.05

curriculum is sufficient to allow a graduate to meet
ASHA's Certificate of Clinical Competence Standards. To
practice in most work settings, speech - language
pathologists must hold a master's degree and become
certified by ASHA. Amster said that being accredited will
make the certification process simpler for graduates of the
program.
When the program began f ive years ago , fewer than 20
graduate students were enrolled. Now, more than 60
students are in the program.
Speech - language pathologists care for patients of all
ages with communicat ion and swallowing disorders. They
assess , treat, and help prevent speech , language, cognitive
communication, voice , swallowing, fluency, and related
disorders.

DIPLOMAT-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
At this fall 's Diplomat- in-Residence Program, La Salle students
chatted with panelists Ali B. Al i- Dinar, Ph.D . (bottom left) ,
Director of Outreach for the African Studies Center at the
University of Pennsylvania, and Ambassador Stanislas Kamanzi
(top left) , Permanent Representative of the Republic of Rwanda
to the United
Nations. This

SHINING STAR

year 's lecture

Brother Gerry Molyneaux , F.S .C., Ph .D. , ' 58 , Director of

series was
titled "The

and Greece , presents Renee Chenault-Fattah with the

La Sa lle's Master of Communication programs in Prague

Rwanda

2004 Shining Star Award at fall ceremonies. The

Genocide:

Communication Department annually bestows the award

Lessons for

on an individual who has demonstrated outstanding

the Sudan

leadership in the field of communication and a

Crisis and

commitment to Lasallian values. Chenault-Fattah is a

Beyond ."

news anchor for WCAU -TV (NBC) in Philadelph ia.
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Ricci Celebrated for
Lasallian Dedication

Advancement (BUSCA)
Program, which enables
Spanish -dominant students to

After receiving La Salle University's

begin a college education in
their first language while

Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award

learning English. He has also

this past fall , Raymond A. Ricci , '67 ,

worked to allow many BUSCA

was happy to slip quietly back into his
largely behind-the-scenes role of

students to complete the

attracting students to La Sal le.
"I'm embarrassed by all the

program tuition -free.
"I run a division that is
charged with the

attention," said Ricci, the University's

responsi bi Iity of attracting

Vice President for Enrollment Services .

students to La Sal le ," said

(from left) Mark Stein, M.D., '64; Tom Keagr, Ph.D., Dean of
La Salle's School of Arts and Sciences; and George lsajiw, M.D., '66.

" I'm very honored by the award. The

Ricci. " We have to create a

other recipients of recent years are a

world where people feel

wonderful group of people to be listed

connected . This means building trust

with. "

namesake , having at one time wr itten an
article, " The Good Doctor," about his

among members of the Enrollment
Services Division. It means being a

mentor for La Salle 's Probe magazine .

Brother Gerry Molyneaux, F.S.C., Ph.D. ,

Lasallian, having people who understand

and allergy, his private practice

'58, Director of La Salle 's Master of
Communication programs in Prague and

that and feel connected and take steps

specialties , and has written extensively
on the subjects.

When pr.esenting the award to Ricci ,

necessary to provide for our students ."

Greece , said, "In the classroom and the

Dr. lsajiw began his life as a

office , as a staff member, teacher, and
administrator, Ray has cultivated a
spiritual climate that touches minds and
hearts. "
Ricci has worn several hats during
his 3 7-year career at the Universityincluding academic counselor for the
evening d ivision, Director of University
Planning, Registrar, and , since 1990,
Vice President for Enrol Iment Services.
Si nee then , he has worked to foster
learning and service among students. He
was a key supporter of the Bilingual
Undergraduate Studies for Collegiate

He is a noted lecturer on immunology

Ukrainian refugee fleeing with his family

Pro-Life Advocate and
Immunologist Honored
Two La Salle alumni who have gone
beyond their private medical practices to

from communism at the end of World
War 11. He has been in private practice
as a general internal medicine physician
since 1977.
In 1980, Dr. lsajiw, with fellow
members of the Philadelphia Catholi c

educate the public on important topics

Medical Association , organized Women 's

were honored at the 25th annual

Pregnancy Health Services, which

Holroyd Award and Lecture th is past

provides pro-life pregnancy counseling.

October.

He is also a founding board member of
Mothers ' Home, a maternity home in

The Holroyd Award, named after
legendary La Salle biology Professor Dr.

Darby, Pa . In addition , for more than 20

Roland Holroyd , was bestowed on

years, Dr. lsajiw and his wife , Patricia ,

George lsajiw, M.D., '66 , an

have hosted 28 women in the ir own

influential pro- life advocate

home. He serves on a number of area

who has a private practice of
general internal medicine in

and pro- life advocacy, and is currently

Philadelphia. The award

Treasurer of the World Federation of

recognizes the d isti ngu ished

Catholic Medical Associations. Notably,

contributions by a La Salle

Dr. lsajiw 's grandfather, Father Nicholas

alumnus or alumna to the
medical profession.

Konrad , was a priest in the Ukrainian
Catholic rite (which allows ordained men

boards that support maternity homes

to marry). Father Konrad met a violent
The Holroyd lecture
showcases one of the nation 's
leading medical experts . This
La Salle's President, Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D, '70,
and Raymond A. Ricci, '67, Vice President for Enrollment Services.

year's lecturer, Mark Stein,

martyrdom at the hands of the
Communists in 1941 and was beatified
by Pope John Paul

11

in 2001.

M.D., '64 , happens to be an
expert on the award's
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LET US KNOW
ABOUT AFUTURE

EXPLORER!
Please complete as much of the following
information as possible about a student you
would like to encourage to attend La Salle
University. You can complete the form and
return it to:
La Salle University
Office of Admission
1900 West Olney Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19141
or fax it to 215.951.1656. We appreciate
your support-the University benefits from
your involvement!

Student Information
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City, State, Zip _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Date of Birth _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E-mail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
High School _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Year of Graduation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
GPA _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
SAT/ACT score _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Gender:

Male

Female

Academic I nterest(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Alumnus Information
Name of Alumnus _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Year of Graduation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City, State , Zip _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E-mail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Relationship to Student _ _ _ _ _ __
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African American Alumni Association Awards,
Scholarships Presented
Sheila Dow-Ford, Esq., '82, received the
2004 Warren E. Smith, M.D., '54, Award at
November ceremonies. The award is given
to an African American alumnus or alumna
who has achieved distinction in his or her
field and is an exceptional example to all
La Salle students. Since 1994, Dow- Ford
has been the Executive Vice President and
Chief Counsel of the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency.
She graduated from La Salle with magna
cum laude distinction and earned her law
degree from The University of Pennsylvania.
Charma Bell, '06, and Theresa Berger,
'04, are co-recipients of the Warren E.
Smith, M.D., '54, Scholarship. Bell is a
Sheila Dow-Ford, Esq., '82
Digital Arts and Multimedia Design major
and has a 3.25 GPA. Berger graduated with
a 3.9 GPA. She has performed community
service at Abington Memorial Hospital Hospice and belongs to the American Academy
of Religion.
Marie Hicks, '80, received the President's Award from the Association. She was
honored for her contributions to both La Sal le and the community. A civil rights
activist, she played a leading role in ending segregation at a Philadelphia private
school, an effort that reached the U.S. Supreme Court.
Warren E. Smith, M.D., '54, was one of the first African Americans to graduate
from La Salle's pre-med program. Later, he served as a psychiatrist at La Salle for 15
years until he retired.

La Salle Alums, Students Work
at the Super Bowl
Seven graduates of La Salle University 's Communicat ion
Department watched this year 's Super Bowl up c lose and
personal - while work ing the event for NFL Films, the Eagles ,
and several other communication firms .
La Salle communication alums at the Super Bowl incl uded
Mark Ricci , ' 95 , of NFL Films , who did sound at the Super
Bowl; Kev in Dougherty, '02 , who works in the Eagles video
department; Joe McPeak, '84 , who produced the radio
broadcast for WYSP; Mike Trainor, '04 , and Frank Faber, '88 ,
who work on game days with the Eagles' video unit; Mike

BUSCA SCHOLARSHIPS
BUSCA Program Director Brother Patrick Duffy, F.S.C.
(center) is flanked by BUSCA students Luis Gonzales (left)
and Iraida Reyes (right) , who spoke at a ceremony marking

Sielsk i, '97 , who covered the game for the Calkins Newspaper
Group ; as did Matt Howley, '94 , who writes and produces
programs for Comcast Sports Network.
They were joined by future Communication grads Ryan

scholarship donations made to more than 20 BUSCA
students by the Wachovia Foundation and the Sallie Mae

Muth , Ben Rosehart , and Brian Yeager, who were work ing at
the event as part of their college internsh ips.

Fund .

On game day, Eagles intern Muth provided camera shots
and subsequent printouts of the various format ions and plays

BU SCA (wh ich means " to search for " in Spanish) is
designed to provide students who speak primarily Spanish
with the opportunity to pursue a university education
without having first studied English as a second language.
Students take their " content" courses in their nat ive
language for the first two years, while they take (for credit)
English as a second language courses and work towards an
associate's degree.

of the offense and defense of both teams .
Rosehart, also an intern with the team , recorded interviews
for the NFL's cable channel.
Yeager was an intern with NFL Films in Mt. Laurel , N.J. ,
working as a production assistant in studio productions. He
became involved with editing and the production process ,
especially the highlight reels of the Eagles .

Annual Fund 2004--2005
NAME
Stefanie Perrone, 'OS

HOMETOWN
Clifton, N.J.

LA SALLE ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•

MAJOR
Political Science

•
•

Parliamentarian for Gamma Phi Beta Sorority
Community Service Chair for La Salle Ambassadors
Dean's Point Committee on Community Service
Four community service break trips to Tijuana, Mexico
(served as trip coordinator for two years)
Coordinates weekly trip to a local soup kitchen
Fellowship of Community and University Services

"Without alumni, La Salle wouldn't be what it is today. Giving back is important and the University needs
your support. By giving back, alumni have the chance to pass on to other students the opportunities that
were available to them when they were at La Salle."
You can make your gift online today at www.lasalle.edu/makeagift. La Salle's fiscal year ends May 31 .

Never stop exploring
WI NTER 2005
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New Grants
Over the past few months, La Salle
University has received a number of
private and federal grants to benefit its
programs and students.
The Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) awarded La Salle 's
School of Nursing a $471 ,000 grant to
establish a program to prepare clinical
nurse specialists (CNS) and clinical
educators through enhancement and
revision of the current adult health and
illness CNS track. The School of
Nursing's graduate program also
received grants totaling more than
$86 ,000 from HHS to provide Advanced
Education Nursing Traineeships and

two $5 ,000 W.W. Smith Scholarship
Prizes for students entering their senior
year, and $98 ,000 to fund 49 $2 ,000
W.W. Smith Scholar Grants for other
sen iors or undergraduates. The
Scholarship Prizes must be awarded to
students who have been Scholar Grant
recipients .
The Pennsylvania Department of

Environmental Protection awarded
La Salle a $10,000 Environmental
Education Program grant to continue
work on modifying courses offered as
part of the Elementary and Special
Education Program .
The Pennsylvania Higher Education

Philadelphia to establish Teacher
Academies at area colleges and
universities, La Salle received support so
that its English and History departments
could offer Praxis Preparation Courses
for Language Arts and Social Studies
Teachers.
The Christian R. and Mary L.
Lindback Foundation provided a
Minority Jun ior Faculty Award to
Vivienne Angeles, Ph.D. , Assoc iate
Professor of Religion . The grant wi II
fund a research project Angeles is doing
on " Constructing Identity: Visual
Expressions of Islam in Predominately
Catholic Philippines."

Foundation and Independence Blue
Cross awarded La Salle 's School of

The Pennsylvania Liquor Control
Board provided a grant of $18 ,703 to a

The W.W. Smith Charitable Trust

Nursing grants totaling more than
$95 ,000 for scholarships for graduate
students who plan on becoming nurse
educators and for undergraduate
students who intend to become nurses.

awarded $108 ,000 for scholarships.
The Trust provided a $10 ,000 grant for

As part of the Wachovia Foundation's
grant to the School District of

consortium of 12 Ph iladelphia-area
Catholic high schools and La Salle 's
Alcohol and Other Drugs Program to
address the issue of high -risk drinking
among high school teenagers and their
transition from high school to college.

Nurse Anesthetist Tra ineeships to
eligible students .

RETIRED PROFESSORS RECONNECT
More than 40 retired faculty and staff members gathered in
November for a luncheon at the Lu Lu Country Club in
Montgomery County. Charles Halpin, '44, former professor of
management, and Thomas McCarthy, Ph.D., emeritus professor
of psychology, started the event last year and hope to make it
an annual gathering.

(From left): David P. Efroymson, Ph.D. (Religion); Peter "Pete
the Barber" Paranzino (Honorary Guest); Thomas Phillips
(Philosophy); Peter Sweeney (Accounting); Charles Halpin, '44
{Management); and Thomas McCarthy, Ph.D. {Psychology).

Marilyn Lambert {Education)
and Charles Hoffman, Ph.D.
{Mathematics and Computer
Science).
(From left): Charles Halpin, '44 {Management), Samuel Wiley, Ph.D.
{Mathematics and Computer Science), and John Rossi, Ph.D., '58 {History).
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John Klise, Ph.D. {English) {left), and John Keenan, '52
{English), and his wife, Alice Keenan.

Men's Basketball Coach John Giannini (left) and Women 's Basketball Coach Tom Lochner (right)

Q & A with Men's Basketball Coach John Giannini

have support from their alumni and boosters.

LM: Now that you have been on the job for a few
months, how has the transition been?

It's also important to remember that we're molding
student ath letes, not just basketball players. Our players are
encouraged to participate in NCAA rules education
programs, community outreach programs, and in tl1e lifeskills programs. It's important to keep the big picture in
mind and make sure students are fulfilling tl1eir obligations.

JG: Coming into a nevv situation, you never know exactly
what you're going to find. At La Salle, tl1e atmosphere has
been extremely positive from top to bottom, and that's
made tl1e transition a ,,vhole lot easier. Everyone, from tl1e
administration, to tl1e students, to tl1e alumni, has been
incredibly supportive. When you have the support of an
entire community, it creates positive energy, and that's
what we need. We want to build on that energy and get
this program back to a championship level. And this is a
really great bunch of kids who make our situation easier to
deal with.
LM: Taking the job here at La Salle University, you

assume a whole lot more than just the responsibility of
building a winning team. In your opinion, what are the
components of a successful program?
JG: It's really easy to focus on tl1e 40 minutes when our
kids take tl1e floor, and tl1at is what ultimately matters, but
a lot happens behind the scenes tl1at people might not
realize. It is very important to build a solid fundraising
program. All schools that are successful on tl1e court also

LM : You have said you think La Salle basketball has a
tremendous opportunity to be successful. How do you,
personally, measure success?

JG: I think yo u have to define success on two different
levels, botl1 personally and professionally. In a personal
sense, I tl1ink our greatest opportunity is to make a positive
impact on these kids' lives. Professionally, it really comes
down to how much we win. They use a scoreboard in tl1is
business. Winning affects the morale of tl1e studentatl1letes, the fans, tl1e alumni, tl1e media-everyone. It's
how we will be judged.
LM: You've had success in this region with your great
squads at Rowan. Do you think that experience is
going to make it possible for you to successfully recruit
the talent of Philadelphia?

WINTER 2005
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JG: The plan is to build our program from the inside out;
that's been the formula for success in the Big 5, and it
makes perfect sense. There's so much talent in this city, and
with our coaching staff and history, I think we can get
these kids. But we also won't be afraid to look outside the
city. I think our ability to be effective in this city has been
shown already by the transfer of local product Marshall
Taylor.
LM: Discuss the interaction and nature of your

relationship with La Salle's President, Brother Michael

J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., '70, and Athletic Director
Tom Brennan, Ed.D.
JG: The relationships have been tremendous on both
counts. A coach needs to communicate with his
administration, and they have been very honest and upfront with me from the beginning. Brother Michael has
been great. He is very committed to the basketball
program. ·Tom Brennan also has been very supportive. He
has great knowledge and experience in the field of athletics
and is a great asset to the department. I've also enjoyed
getting to know them personally, which is one of the perks
of any transition-forming new relationships.
LM: With the additional pressures that media attention
brings upon your players, have you taken any measures
to help them manage the added attention?

JG: These kids have had to deal with a very probing media
over the past several months. I'm very proud of the way
they've handled it. Overall, I think they're ready to be
judged as basketball players. They're very good at focusing
on the present and the future, not the past.

Q & A with Women's Basketball Coach Tom Lochner

LM: How has the transition been from assistant coach

to head coach?
TL: Overall, the transition has been rather smooth. I'm

learning as I go through my first season as a collegiate head
coach. Administrative duties such as scheduling and hiring
assistant coaches were new to me. I still enjoy teaching
during practices, but now I find myself looking more at the
big picture rather than focusing on details. Game day
coaching is becoming more and more comfortable with
each and every game. It had been almost 20 years since I
called the plays and defenses as a high school coach.
LM: What are your thoughts on the A-10 this season?

Where do the Explorers stand?
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TL: The Atlantic 10 Conference is premier women's

basketball. Temple, George Washington, and Richmond
have made appearances in the national polls at times this
season; however, the conference also has outstanding parity
from top to bottom.
We currently are not where we would like to be in tl1e
conference standings. Our team has competed admirably
against the elite teams and our other league opponents;
however, we have not been able to pull out enough of the
close A-10 battles to date. Being battle tested and
competing with tl1e top A-10 teams should provide our
players with the confidence to finish strong and gain
momentum heading into the Atlantic 10 Conference
Tournament.
LM: What is your coaching philosophy? What have you

emphasized throughout the season?
TL: I want our players to do tl1eir best. That means

reaching their individual potential as mature yo ung women,
as students in tl1e classroom, and then as basketball players
on the court.
I have emphasized playing defense, playing hard at all
times, and sharing the basketball on the offensive end. Our
team has met tl1at challenge for most of this season. We
still have some work to do on the defensive end, and our
team needs to play aggressively and get to the foul line
more in order to finish tl1e season strong.
LM: How have the veterans on your team taken to the
new coaches on staff'?
TL: Our assistant coaches have done a tremendous job

working with all of our players, including the veterans. All
three assistant coaches have great relationships witl1 our
players, and they share a mutual respect for each other.
LM: What did you think of your non-conference
schedule?
TL: Once again, our schedule was extremely challenging.

Our non-conference schedule really tested us and helped to
prepare our team for the very competitive Atlantic 10
conference battles. Our non-conference schedule included
four Big East teams, and, overall, we will finish the season
playing 12 teams tl1at went to post-season tournament play
last season.

notes
1938

Michael E. Rainone, Esq. (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., is listed in

Mid-Career, Father Morris, '89, Finds His True Calling

Who's Who in American Law.
He was honored by the
Justinian Society of Lawyers
jointly with the Criminal
Justice Center on the 10th
anniversary of the Cesare Beccaria Award
ceremony.

1940 *REUNION YEAR

194 3

Andrew F. Jannett, M.D. (B.S.) of

Cherry Hill, N.J., published two books in
2004. Wisdoms Way is a book of poetry and
All God's Children is a book of 12 short
stories.

19 5 0
E
Joseph H. Foster
(B.S.) of Wyncote, Pa ., and his brothers,
William C. and Robert J., along with his
nephew, William J. , were a foursome at the
La Salle golf outing in September at Greate
Bay Golf Club in Somers Point, N.J.

1 9 54

Geffrey B. Kelly (B.A.) of Glenside,

Pa., and La Salle professor of religion,
received the Distinguished Bishop John J.
Mccort Award from the Alumni Association
of West Catholic High School .

1955
Harvey Portner
(B.A.) of Elkins Park, Pa ., received the
NAACP President's Award from the

According to the recently ordained
Fatl1er Robert J. Morris, '89, "If you had
asked me 15 years ago where I'd be
today, I wou ld have said 'I'll be married,
with a couple kids.'" Ask him today why
he left a budding career for the selfsacrifice and demands of the priestl1ood,
and he'll be honest. "Perhaps it was the
La Salle Explorer in me."
Fr. Robert 1. Morris, '89, is ordained at St. Patrick's
While a student in Fordham
Cathedral in Manhattan.
University's M.B.A. program, he
received a life-changing suggestion from one of his in tructors. The professor
promoted improving one's communication skills through reading the Gospels.
At that time, he admits, "I wasn't living my faith to its full potential." Soon,
however, Father Morris found himself drawn to the Scripture in a deeper way
and discovered in himself an increased receptivenes to Jesus Christ.
He attended vocational retreats conducted by Cardinal O'Connor and, upon
completing his M.B.A., resigned from hi position as a systems analyst at
PepsiCo. He eventually entered St. John eumann Seminary Re idence.
Although his life was taking an entirely new path, Father Morris felt he was
heading in the right direction. "I believe deep in my heart that this is the Life
God has called me to," he shared with Catholic New York shortly before his
ordination. "It's a matter of following God's will."
At the famed St. Patrick's Cathedral, Father Morris was ordained to the
priesthood for the Archdioce e of ew York on May 15, 2004.
Currently a Parochial Vicar at the Church of tl1e Annunciation in
Crestwood, Westchester County, N.Y., he can see tl1e impact his education has
had. "Catl1olic education is central to my life," he says. "It created a foundation
for God to build upon."

Cheltenham area branch. He serves as

By Matthew Posivak

Board President with the Montgomery
County Community Action Development
Commission, and serves as President of the
Board of Commissioners, Cheltenham
Township.

1962

Philip C. McGuire, Ph.D. (B.A.)

Union Catholic High School. The alumni

welcomed his first grandchild, Alexander

honored him by placing a plaque outside his

Philip Bassnett Neale, on Oct. 22, in

classroom and dedicating the room to him.

Richmond , England . He is teaching his final
semester at Michigan State University,

1 9 6 7 John Moffatt (B.A.) retired after 37

Ann Arbor, Mich., represented the University

where he is a professor of English. He began

years with the Colonial School District in

at the inauguration of Reverend Gerard L.

teaching at MSU in September 1966.

1956

Francis M. Donahue Jr., Ph.D. (B.S.) of

Stockhauser, S.J., President of Detroit
Mercy University.

1959

Thomas William Fairbrother (B.A.) of

Austin, Texas , has a Master of Library
Science Degree from the University of Texas .

1960 •REUNION YEAR

Plymouth Meeting, Pa ., where he was a
history teacher and guidance counselor. He

1964

William E. Dietrich Jr., Ph.D. (B.S.) of

says he is proud to be a La Salle grad!

Indiana, Pa ., retired after 33 years of
teaching biology and biochemistry at

Peter H. Zerega (B.S.) of Allison Park , Pa.,

Indiana University of Pennsylvania .

was named Executive Director of First
Commonwealth Community Developm ent

1965

REUNION YEAR

Corporation, a subsidiary of First
Commonwealth Bank .

19 6 6

Bruce Zehnle (B.A.) of Plainfield,

N.J., retired after 35 years of teaching at
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1968

Br. Richard Oliver, O.S.B. {B.A.) of

Donald Miller {B.S.) is leaving " hurricane

Dorothy {Cauthorn) Nickelson {B.S.) of

St. John's Abbey, Collegeville , Minn., was

alley," Fl orida , and moving to St. George,

Ph ilade lphia, Pa., received a Master of

elected President of the American

Utah .

Science from the University of

Benedictine Academy. The mission is to

Pennsylvania.

cultivate, support, and transmit

Francis X. Moffatt {B.S.) , a construction

Benedictine heritage within contemporary

prod ucts sales execut ive for Ram

Gary D. Venuto {B.A.) of Burlington , N .J., is

culture . He serves as Webmaster for the

Fasteners for the past 16 years , is Head

the President of Wellington Home

Order of St. Benedict and related Web

Coach of The Comets, one of the top girls'

Mortgage, Inc .

sites .

A.A.U. basketba ll programs in the area . He
enjoys golf, and resides in West Chester,

1969

Francis J. Sullivan, Esq. {B.A.)

Pa ., with his wife and three daughters .

1 9 7 6 Honorable Seamus P. McCaffery
{B.A.) of Philadelphia , Pa ., has been
elected to the Superior Court of

earned a certificate in estate planning
from Temple University School of Law,

Michael C. O'Hagan {B.A.) has been

Graduate Tax Division. He also holds a

promoted to Vice President of Huma n

Master of Law in Taxation from Villanova

Resource Operations for Harrah 's

Pennsy lvan ia.

University School of Law, Graduate Tax

Entertainment , Inc ., supporting the

1 9 7 7 Ronald F. Feinberg, M.D., Ph.D.
{B.S.) of Cherry Hill , N. J., has published a
book for patients, Healing Syndrome 0 : A

Division .

eastern and western divisions of Harrah's .
He I ives with his wife , Patti , and daughter,

Strategic Guide to Fertility, Polycystic

Shanna , in Reno , Nev. He works out of his

Ovaries, and Insulin Imbalance (Avery

office in Chicago, Ill .

Penguin).

JPArithony Agency, LLC , specia lizing in

Eileen P. {O'Brien) O'Reilly {B.A.) of Tampa,

Jonathan J. Palmer {B.S.) of Jacksonvi I le

Fla ., was selected from a pool of 2 ,000

Beach , Fla. , is President and C.E. O. of

professional I iab i I ity.

John P.

1970

Anthony {B.S.) of Medford , N .J., celebrated
his fifth anniversary in private business,

applicants as a participant in the Fulbright

Lucid Security, Inc . The company works to

Br. Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D. {B.A.)

Memorial Fund Teacher Program . She left

elim inate electroni c intruders from the

President of La Salle University, joined

for Tokyo, Japan , in November as a guest

computers of its clients.

Manhattan College 's Board of Trustees .

of the Japanese government for t hree
weeks .

Diane {Adelizzi) Zapisek {B.S.) is a
consult ing actuary for PolySystems in

1 9 7 1 Frederick J. Petrozziello {B.S.) of

Cherry Hill , N.J . She lives in Richboro,

Scotch Plains , N.J ., is the President of

Theodore E. Riegert {B.S.) was promoted to

Petro Packaging Co., Inc .

President and C.E. O. of Pl astic Suppliers

Pa ., with her husband, Ed, and thei r

Inc ., of Columbus, Ohio . He's been with

three sons .

Thomas S. Rittenhouse {B.S.) of

the company since graduating from

Philadelph ia, Pa., is giving back to the

La Salle 31 years ago .

community after a career in retail . He is

198 0
Kenneth J.
Cooper {B.S.) of Ocean City, N.J., joined

William E. Wishart Ill {B.S.) of Ocean , N.J.,

Monihan Realty as a manager/sales

organization that addresses needs of older

is a high school science teacher with the

associate after 25 years as a resort

Phi ladelph ians.

Ocean Township Board of Education.

developer.

19 72

1 9 74

lya Labunka {B.A.), Vice Preside nt of

Director of the Ralston Center, a nonprofit

Robert M. Shannon, Ph.D. {B.A.) of

Mary Breen Toczylowski {B.A.) of

Jenkintown , Pa ., earned a master's degree

Productions for Walt Disney Studios ,

of Span ish at Saint Joseph 's Un ivers ity. He

in elementary education from Holy Family

announces her engagement to Wes Craven ,

has published his second book on 17th

University.

King of Prussia, Pa ., is associate professor

director of neo-classic horror movies such
as Scream, Scream 2 , and Scream 3 . She

century Spanish theater, El Nuevo

1975
Madeleine
{Best) Henn {B.A.) of Lambertville , N.J ., has

is the daughter of the late Miroslav

Daniel Thomas {B.S.) of Coral Gables, Fla .,

been married to Charlie Henn for 24 years .

28 years .

represented the Uni versity at the

Th ey have two da ughters, Gabrielle and

installation ceremony of Sr. Linda

Bridget. She reports that she enjoyed

John (Jack) Rilling {M.B.A.) of Trevose , Pa .,

Bevilacqua , O.P. , President of Barry

being a member of those early classes of

and his wife , Barbara , celebrated their

University in Miami, Fla.

women and has many wonderful memories.

40th wedding anniversary on June 13 in

She was empowered by the reception she

Hawaii.

Mundo/The New World.

1 9 7 3 Kathleen {Bodisch) Lynch, Ph.D.

received from her male classmates. Her

{B.S.) was named Director of Assessment

gifted professors opened her mind to many

for the Virginia Commonwealth University's

possibi lities, and she is still seeing those

School of Education .
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possibi lities 30 years later.

Labunka , a La Salle history professor for

1 9 8 1 John D. Rossi Ill (B.S.) of
Northampton , Pa ., was granted tenure at
Moravian College and Theologi cal
Seminary.

Timothy O'Connor (B.A.) is Vice President of
Marketing for Unisource Worldwide . He is
respons ible for strategy, product/category
management, pricing, marketing and
marcom for packaging systems and
supplies, and facility supplies .

1982

Rev. Joseph L. Coffey (B.A.), a U. S.

Navy Chaplain on board the aircraft carrier
U.S .S. George Washington CVN-73 , has
returned from a six-month deployment to
the Persian Gulf in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom .

1 9 8 3 Rosemary A. Barbera, Ph.D. (B.A.,
M.A. '86) earned a Master of Social Service
and a Doctor of Philosophy in Social Work
from Bryn Mawr Co ll ege. She is an
assistant professor and Bachelor of Social
Work Program Director at the Temple
University School of Social Admin istration .
She cont inues her human rights work and
research in Santiago, Chile , and is working

Brother Robert Schieler, F.S.C., '12, Visitor of the Baltimore District of the Christian Brothers (second from left),
congratulates Brother Richard Herlihy, F.S.C., '80, instructor at La Salle College High School, Wyndmoor, Pa., on his
Silver Jubilee as a Christian Brother. Also pictured are fellow jubi/arians Brother Thomas Barton, '19 (left), an
instructor at St. Gabriel's Hall, Audubon, Pa., and Brother John Kane, 'BO (far right), La Salle University's Director of
Academic Support for Student Athletes. AMass of Thanksgiving was celebrated by Rev. Frank Berna, O.F.M., the
University's Director of Graduate Religion, at Our Mother of Consolation Church in Chestnut Hill, Pa.

on the Economic Human Rights Campaign
in Pennsylvania.

198 8

John D. Pojawis Jr., M.S.T. , C.P.A. (B.S.) of
Haddon Township, N.J., has expanded his

RE UNI ON YE AR Josh Ditsky
(B.A.) of Littlestown, Pa., returned to

Center in Richmond, Va.

college admissions after two years of

Richard J. Bailey (M.B.A.) is the

1990

*

Deputy Commander at the Defense Supply

teaching fifth grade. He and his wife,

practice to include accounting services,

Matthew Costello (B.A.) was promoted from

tax preparation , and financial services.

Andrea , welcomed their second daughter,

Dip lomat to Fell ow in the American

Giu liana Paige, who joins sister, Isabella

College of Hea lthcare Execut ives (ACHE),

Grace.

1985

* REUNION

YEAR William Barrett

(B.A.) has moved from Inside Edition to
AB C's Good Morning America. He will be
the writer/ producer of the background film
piece shown the first hour of the program.

Ralph Garman (B.A.) continues his drivetime comedy stints on the number one
English -speaking station in Los Angeles,
KROQ-FM. He recently went to Vancouver
to join the cast of Two for the Money, a
movie starring Al Pacino . He has had
cameo appearances on N YPD Blue and

a distinction achieved by only 10 percent
of ACHE affi I iates . He is employed by

John F. Kalla Sr., C.P.A. (M.B.A.) of Rydal,

Doylestown Hospita l as Director of Surgica l

Pa., was named Vi ce Pres ident, Acting

Services and Rad iology. He lives in New

C. F.O. , and Control ler of Access Group,

Hope, Pa., with his wife , Vicky, and

Inc. , a provider of student loans to

daughter, Katie.

graduate and professional school students.

Paula Pellegrini-D'Orazio (B.A.) of Nort h

Edward J. Kozmor (B.A.) of Lawrencevi lle,

Wales, Pa., is a Certified Information

N.J., a communications professional with

Systems Auditor. She is employed by

10 years of experience as a

Del age Landen Vendor Finance America

financial marketing

as a Senior I.T. Auditor.

strategist, writer, and media
relations expert, was named

twice hosted a "reality" program for the

1 9 8 9 David P. Logan (B.S.) was

Spike TV cable network. This will be his

incorrect ly listed in In Memoriam in the

first performance on the big screen, and in

Communications Manager

Fall 2004 issue. He li ves in Mant ua, N.J.,

each of his scenes, he wi 11 play opposite

wi t h PN C Bank .

and is Manager of Operations at Thomas

the award-winning Pacino.

Jefferson Uni versity Hospital.

Senior External

1992

Herbert J. Lottier (B.S.) of

Philade lphia, Pa., announces his

1 9 8 7 Kateryna (Rudnytzky) Schray, Ph.D.
(B.A.) published an essay in t he Studies in

Pamela (Atkinson) Polise (B.A.) of

engagement to Jenn ifer Kapcia. A 2005

Haddonfie ld, N.J ., welcomes her secon d

Philology, Winter 2004. She is a t enu red

New Year's Eve weddi ng is planned.

daughter, Kate, who joins sister Gracie an d

assistant professor at Marshal I University

brother Billy. Pam has returned as Director

in West Virginia.

of Obst etrica l Anesthesia at Pennsylvania

Pa., is Pres ident and C.E.O . of Tommy

Hospita l.

Gunns American Barbeq ue. It was ran ked

Thomas 0. Miller Ill (B.S.) of Philadelphia,

WI NTE R 2 0 0 5
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the No . 2 barbeque in the region by the

Eduardo A. Villegas (B.S. W.) has earned a

She and Geoffrey Samtmann are planning

Philadelphia Daily News.

Master of Soc ial Work from the Un ivers ity

an August 2005 wedding .

of Pennsylvania . He is employed as a

1993

Marianna (Loughrey) Epright (B.A.)

of Paoli , Pa., is an executive assistant at
BC Richard Ellis, in Wayne, Pa. She and

social worker at the Department of Human

Carolyn M. Wellock (M.B.A.) of Chalfont,

Services in the city of Philadelphia . He is

Pa. , has three sons: Ryan is 4 years old ,

an adjunct instructor at Temple University.

and the twins, Colin and Brennan , were
born on her 36th birthday in 2003.

her husband , Bill , welcomed a daughter,
Jenna, who joins brother Payton and sister

1998

Laura C. Galbraith (B.A.) of

Cierra .

Conshohocken , Pa. , is work ing as a store
manager at Eddie Bauer Home in King of

200 0
Caralyn
(Marino) Kelly (B.A.) of Flourtown, Pa .,

Prussia, Pa.

teaches second grade and is completing a

School of Communications at Ithaca

Gregory Gethard CB.A.) of North Wales, Pa.,

Un iversity as a certified reading specialist.

College .

is the education writer for the Lansdale

Matthew Fee (B.A.) of Syracuse , N. Y., was

Master of Edu cation from St. Joseph 's

appointed Director of the Roy H. Park

Reporter. He is enrolled in the Master of

Beth Staples (B.A.) of Tempe , Ariz ., is

Beth Ruzicka (M.A.) of North Wales , Pa ., is

Arts in Central and Eastern European

working on a master's degree in creative

the Primary Literacy Leader for the

Studies at La Salle.

writing at Arizona State University. She
teaches freshman English at the university.

Cheltenham School District.

Francis D. Green (B.S.) of Crofton , Md. , was
promoted to a cardiovascular specialty

Bonnie (Clawson) Tormey CB.A.) of New

Philadelphia, Pa. , is Manager of the

representative for Pfizer, Inc. , in

Hope, Pa. , is teaching English at Notre

Credentials Evaluation Services

Washington, D.C .

Dame High School in Lawrenceville , N.J .

1 9 94

Monica E. Batchelor (B.A.) of

Department for the Commission on
Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools.

Brad Kelly (B.A.) of Flourtown, Pa., is in

2001

Anthony Chirchirillo (B.S.) of

sales and marketing for Ready Pac

Greenville, S.C ., was promoted to Field

199 5
Erin Flynn
CB.A.) of Drexel Hill, Pa ., wrote and

Produce.

Vice President in South Carolina for

produced the documentary The Lehigh -

Michael Kimmel (B.A.) of Orwigsburg , Pa. ,

the youngest F.V. P. in the country out of

Lafayette Legacy for Channel 39

is a newsperson for Metronetworks, a

118 nationwide.

Allentown . She is also the weeknight co-

broadcasting company that supplies news

anchor for the TV station 's new 30-minute

for several affiliates in the Philadelph ia

Kevin R. Toll (B.S.) of Havertown , Pa ., is

area . He is primarily a writer and anchors

founder and President of Perfect Painters

some newscasts for affi I iates.

of America , Inc .

returned from Iraq in September after a

Michael J. Lear (B.S.) of Furlong, Pa. , has

Justin Tormey (B.A.) of New Hope , Pa. , is

three-month tour. He and his wife, Silvia,

been promoted to Manager at

President of ASAP Productions, a film and

PricewaterhouseCoopers. He accepted a

video production company.

newscast.

American Express Financial Advisors . He is

Greg Jacobs (B.A.) of Knob Noster, Mo .,

are expecting a child any day now.

two-year tour at the firm's national office

John F. O'Farrell (B.A.) of Philadelphia , Pa .,

in Florham Park, N.J.

is a survey statistician with the United
States Census Bureau.

1996

Rachel Grzybowski, R.N. (B.S.N.) of

19 9 9

Kevin Burkitt CB.A.) of Media, Pa .,

2002

Robert Ferguson (M.B.A.) of

Pin ckney, Mich., has been appointed Vice
President , Water Systems by the National

is working as a freelancer in the video and

Science Foundation International. He has

film production industry for Grip , Gaffer &

authored a variety of technical articles for

Shooter under the pen name "The Grip

leading water publications, and has been a

story " Pediatric Transplants," for Advance

Reaper." Highlights include shooting as a

featured presenter at several industry

for Nurses in June 2004 .

jib operator for 48 Hours and working as a

conferences .

Haddon Heights, N .J., authored the cover

1997

Rocco DeCicco CB.A.) of

Philadelphia , Pa., was awarded a
Fellowship at Johnson & Johnson through

third electrician on several high-profile rap
videos for Rocafella records.

candidate in the Master of Communication

Megan J. Carey (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
announces her engagement to John D.
Lottier (B.S.). They are planning a

and Information Studies Program .

December 2005 wedding .

Rutgers University, where he is a

Michael F. Garafalo (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa ., is the New York Giants reporter for the

Newark Star Ledger.

Eric Lyons (M.B.A., M.S. '04) of New Hope ,
Pa ., received a Federal Executive
Competencies Certificate in Washington ,

Joseph T. Marini (B.A.) of Watchung, N.J.,

Samantha Kelly (B.A.) of North Wales , Pa .,

D.C . He is a participant in La Salle

received his Ph .D. in chemistry at Texas

is enrol led in her final year of the

University's Information Technology

A & M University.

Graduate Education Program at La Salle .

Leadership Program in alliance with the
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George W. Luther, '68, Wins International Award For Environmental Advances
As a marine chemist, George W. Luther, '68, has
conducted research and experiments from Yellowstone
National Park to the Black Sea. One of his more recent
journeys, however, ,vas to Copenhagen, Denmark,
where he received the prestigious Clair C. Patterson
Award from the International Geochemical Society at its
annual meeting.
The prize, given "for a recent innovative
breakthrough in environmental geochemistry of
fundamental significance," recognized Luther's
development of aquatic instrumentation to detect
chemical compounds that gauge environmental health.
The Manvell P. and Mildred H. Harrington Professor
of Marine Studies at the University of Delaware, Luther
was part of a research team that analyzed the chemical
composition of hydrothermal vents in the Pacific Ocean.
In prep::tring for the harrowing conditions one would
expect two miles below sea level, Luther designed a
sensor that could withstand extreme pressure and
temperature. His innovation built upon older diagnostic
equipment, which could only identify a single substance
per sensor. The gold -tipped sensors he developed can
simultaneously recognize 20 different chemicals, and can
be used both in marine and freshwater environments.

George W Luther, '68, a marine chemist, displays the Clair C. Patterson Award he
recently received from the International Geochemical Society.

ecological phenomena. Already, his sensors have
determined the cause of fish kills in Torquay Canal and
Bald Eagle Creek in Delaware.
Though his work has received great accolades, it is far
from complete. Luther eventually hopes to expand the
use of his device to lighthouses in the Delaware Bay as
part of a national ocean observing system. In addition,
he will continue his 'vvorld travels; he is currently
planning a research trip off the coast of Fiji.

Thanks to Luther's advance, scientists will have
gre::tter ability to discover the complex processes behind

U.S. Federal Government. The

Association of Nurse Anesthetists . She is

competen cies covered in the program 's

planning a July 2005 wedding.

By Matthew Posivak

1986 A son, Luke John, to Joseph and
Diane (Houlihan} Streleckis (B.A.} .

coursework include aspects the
government feels are crucial to a person to
be a highly qualified chief information
officer in the federal government. He is
the first graduate of La Salle's I.T.L.
Program to recei ve the cert ificate .

David M. Odorisio (B.A.} of Phoenixville,
Pa ., is a Master of Arts candidate in
Theology at St. John's University, School
of Theology, in Collegeville, Minn.

Lenora Thrower (B.A.} of West Deptford ,
N.J., has been promoted to Associate
Editor of Orthopedics Today and

2 0 0 4 Andrew F. Dobson (B.S.} of
Wilmington , Del., is one of eight
cand idates selected for the Management
Development Program at MBNA Bank in

Orthopedics Today International, two

Wilmington , Del . Upon complet ion of the

1 9 8 7 A daughter, Margaret Mary, to Rob
and Mary (Timmins} Schluth (B.A.} .

198 9 A daughter, Rachel Lynn, to
Michael and Suzanne (Adams} Roberts (B.S.}.
1991 A son , John , to John and Cherie
(Defulvio} Eatherton (B.A.}.

19 9 2 A son, Jesse Asher, to Peter and
Alexa (Knapp} Grollman (B.A. }.

medical newspapers at SLACK, Inc., a

program, candidates are employed in

medical publishing company.

senior management positions around the

A daughter, Karolina E., to Thomas and

country and around the world.

Patricia L. (Pfleger} McGoldrick (B.A.} .

Diana Quattrone (B.A.} of Phi ladelphia, Pa. ,
is a media buyer for The Silber Group,
Inc., in Bala Cynwyd, Pa.

2003

Gina Lederhilger (M.S.N.} of

Englewood , N.J., has received the Student
of the Year Award from the Pennsylvania

Births
1982 A son, Christopher Michael , to
Erica (Sztukowski} (B.A. '84} and Michael
Rafferty, D.O. (B.A.}.

1993

A son , Matthew William , to

William and Barbara (Binnig} Dymowski

(B.S., M.B.A. '99} .
A daughter, Jenna , to William and

Marianna (Loughrey} Epright (B.A.}.

WI NTE R 2 0 0 5
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1 992

In Memoriam

Jay Moran (B.S.) to Eileen M. Ruff
(B.A. '95) .

Alumni Board Member Thomas Toomey, '59

1 9 9 5 Jennifer Ann Hart (B.S.) to Robert

Thomas F. Toomey Jr., M.D., '59, a pivotal
member of La Salle's recently revamped Alumni
Association Board of Directors, died of a heart attack
at Pennsylvania Hospital on Friday, Jan. 28, 2005. He
was 67.
Toomey had served on the 21-seat Board of
Directors since 2002. He was among the first
members elected after the Alumni Association
restructured itself. The overhaul greatly reduced the
number of seats and called for competitive elections. As a result, each
member's role became more vital and demanding. "He was exactly the
type of person we envisioned," says Bill Matthews, '90, President of the
Alumni Association's Board of Directors. "Tom was someone we knew
would devote the right level of energy."
In addition, he served as President for the Health Professionals Alumni
Association-a subset of the larger organization. "Tom was the point
person to help us reinvigorate the programs of interest to our alumni in
health professions," says James Gulick, '89, Assistant Vice President of
Alumni Relations. "He also was very interested in helping to continue the
reputation for excellence in La Salle's pre-med program."
A Germantown native, Dr. Toomey graduated from La Salle with a B.S.
in chemistry before attending the University of Pennsylvania Medical
School, from which he received a degree in 1963. He went on to serve as
a medical officer in Guam for the U.S. Air Force and later at Mercy
Catholic Medical Center, where he functioned as Medical Director from
1991 until 2001.
Toomey is survived by his wife, Ellen; daughters Kimberly, '91, Kelly,
and Kathleen; sons Paul and Michael; as well as four siblings and eight
grandchildren.
By Matthew Posivak

Seidel.

1 9 9 6 Richmond (Rick) James Mellendick
(B.S.) to Ta ra Mi Iler.
John J. Schmitt Ill (B.S.) to Jennifer
Colombo.

1 9 9 8 Shannon Ruddy (B.A.) to John J.
Wisham (B.A.) .
Jennifer Sadaka (B.A.) to Michael Cohen .

1 9 9 9 Kevin Burkitt (B.A.) to Karin na
Weiss.

Karen Sax (B.S.) to Eric Crossin .
Mellisa A. Wills (B.A.) to Gary W. Russell Jr.

2 0 0 0 Jane L. Miller (B.A.) to Anthony
Bonargo.

Gregory G. Rotz, C.P.A. (B.S.) to Leigh An n
Perry.

Jill L. Terch (B.A.) to Mic hael Sharp .

In

Memoriam

1 9 3 6 Thomas P. Callan Jr. (B.A.) of
Levittown, Pa .

1 9 4 3 Raymond J. Perkins (B.A.) of Ocean
City, N.J. , on Aug. 14, 2004.

A son, Payton , to David and Mindy (Sauers)

199 7 A son, Brett Matthew, to Rachel

1 94 5

McGrath (B.A.) .

and Jason Darnell (B.A.) .

October 2004 . He was pastor emeritus of

1994

A son, Andrew, to Maria (lemmello) (B.A.)

A daughter, Charis Olivia , to Bill

and Amy (Tolson) Holmes (B.A.) .

and Michael J. Hermann (B.S.) .

A daughter, Brenagh Caterina, to Coreen

2 0 0 0 A daughter, Abigai I Anne, to

(Ballisty) (B.S. '95) and Michael Ragan
(B.S.) .

(B.A.) .

A daughter, Maggie Elizabeth , to Ja mes

2001

and Kelly (Kershner) Walker (B.A.).

and Marie (Wojcik) Wolanin (B.A.) .

Matthew and Audrey (Rawlinson) Cosgrove

Rev. Edward T. Dziadosz (B.A.) in

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in
Coastesville, Pa.

1948

Edward R. Barber (B.S.) of

Albuquerque , N.M., on May 16, 2004 .

George R. Parsons, D.O. (B.S.) of Cherry Hi 11 ,
A daughter, Natalie Marie , to Fred

N.J., on Oct. 12, 2004.

19 52

Joseph C. Brennan (B.S.) of

Meadowbrook , Pa ., on July 2, 2004.

199 5 A son, Brady Alan, to Kim (Dickey)
(B.A.) and Robert J. Meusel (B.S.) .

2002

A son, Noel, to Cristina Sadlowski
(B.A.) and Noel Armstrong .

Michael J. Nardozzi (B.A.) of Pittsburgh ,

19 9 6

Marriages

of the Christian Brothers for seven years

A son , William David , to Amy and

Jon P. Frey (B.S.) .

Pa. , on Aug. 13, 2004. He was a member
before he served in the U.S. Army. When
1985
Raguso.
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Karen Marshall Sudul (B.A.) to Jack

he returned from his m ilitary duties, he
was employed as a chemist at U.S. Steel

Research, where he worked until his

James J. Sproul (B.A.) of Philadelphia , Pa .,

19 73

retirement in 1993 .

on June 2, 2004.

Philadelphia , Pa ., on Sept. 13 , 2004 .

1953

19 6 0

19 74

Robert L. Bolsover (B.A.) of

George T. White (B.A.) of

Southampton , Pa ., in July 2004 .

Bensalem , Pa ., on Sept. 2 , 2004 .

John J. Boothman (B.A.) of

Richard Scaran (B.A.) of Langhorne,

Pa ., September 2004 . He was an English
teacher who introduced students to his

1 9 5 5 Br. Martin Simpson, F.S.C. (B.A.,

1 9 6 2 Bruno J. Bacallao (B.S.) of Hatboro,

favorite American authors of the last 250

M.A. '56) on Nov. 22 , 2004 , at

Pa .

years . He is survived by his wife, Helen

De La Salle Hall in Lincroft , N.J.

19 64
19 5 6

Thomas J. Durkin (B.S.) of Maple

Harry J. McClearman (B.S.) of

Pennsauken , N.J., on June 1, 2004.

Glenn , Pa ., on Sept. 25 , 2004. He loved

19 6 5

Irish music and dancing and visiting

Paul J. Coverdale, M.D. (B.A.) of

(Fitzgerald) Scaran CB.A. '76) .
19 7 8

Joyce A. Damis (B.S.) of

Philadelphia, Pa ., on March 3 , 2004.

relatives in Ireland . He was past chair of

Doylestown , Pa ., on Nov. 25, 2004. After

Charles M. Schmid Jr. (B.S.) of Ore land , Pa. ,

the Fathers' Assoc iation of Bishop

completing his military duties with the

November 2003.

Mc Devitt High School in Wyncote , Pa.

U.S. Naval Med ical Corps, and an internal

19 57

medicine residency, he joined his brother

198 6

A. Douglas Gumula (M.B.A.) of

Thomas A. Halligan (B.S.) of

and father in a private medical practice .

Gwynedd , Pa ., on Sept. 3 , 2004. He was

Somerdale , N.J. , on Sept. 2 , 2004.

He had a passion for sports photography.

a self-employed aviation consultant and a

Thomas W. Korytowski (B.S.) of

1966

Philadelphia , Pa ., on April 10, 2004.

Clark , N.J., on June 17 , 2004, in

active playing touch football at

Bermuda .

Wissah ickon Middle School.

1967

198 7 John R. Helwig (B.A.) of Roslyn,

principal at GFO Consulting, LLC. He

195 8

Jeremias T. Dubyk, M.D. (B.S.) of

George Young (B.S.) of Palm Coast ,

Fla .

Marc R. Gilsoul (B.A.) of Bronx ,

N.Y. , on March 19, 2004 .

19 5 9

Joseph P. Colonna Sr. (B.S.) of Fort

Pa ., on June 23 , 2004 .

Pierce , Fla. , on Sept. 3 , 2004 . For 25

1968

years , until his retirement in 1990, he was

Conshohocken , Pa ., on Sept. 1, 2004. He

a spec ial-education counselor at Will iam T.

served in the U.S. Army Reserves and , for

Nicholas Schollenberger of Pottstown , Pa .,

more than 30 years , was a cert if ied pub I ic

a sophomore Integrated Sc ience , Business ,

accountant.

and Technology major, November 2004.

Tilden Middle School in Philadelphia .

Joseph E. Connery Jr. (B.S.) of

loved his family, model trains , and was

STUDENT:

Joseph McElhenny Sr. (B.A., M.A. '67) of
Charles J. Anspach Jr. (B.A.) of

Philadelph ia, Pa ., October 2004 . He was a

1970

World War

Havertown , Pa.

11

prisoner of war and a history

teacher.
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